Breast epithelial cells in dermal angiolymphatic spaces: a manifestation of benign mechanical transport.
Evidence suggesting that breast epithelial cells may reach axillary lymph nodes by benign mechanical transport (BMT), rather than metastatic means, has been recently reported. We report a case of a patient with ductal carcinoma in situ of the breast, who had displaced epithelial elements in the mastectomy specimen, dermal angiolymphatic spaces, and a sentinel lymph node. We attribute the epithelial aggregates in the dermal angiolymphatic spaces and a single cell in the sentinel lymph node to BMT, based on the clinicopathological findings of the case. We, therefore, suggest that the effects of BMT be considered in the differential diagnosis of epithelial aggregates in dermal angiolymphatic spaces in the appropriate clinicopathological setting.